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Guided Inquiry Design: A Framework for Your School 

by Carol C. Kuhlthau, Leslie K. Maniotes, and Ann K. Caspari 

 
Chapter 5    Immerse: Building Background Knowledge, Connect to Content, Discover Interesting Ideas 

 

I. BUILD BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

The Learning Team, comprised of the teacher and librarian, create a shared learning experience to 
stimulate the conversation.   

             

       

Students may watch a video, read a book together, take a field trip, or learn from an expert. 

 

http://dentoninquiry4lifelonglearning.wikispaces.com/book_chapter_5
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=uZ6uxhwYmbeT9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.hklanguages.net/the-institute/our-team&docid=fRgakshswkNspM&imgurl=http://www.hklanguages.net/assets/images/the-institute/B07.jpg&w=420&h=294&ei=8Ct4UYjNNNLh0wHAsoDABA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:13,s:0,i:124&iact=rc&dur=593&page=2&tbnh=184&tbnw=263&start=12&ndsp=15&tx=108&ty=116
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=4z_DkxYYvuqJXM:&imgrefurl=http://langwitches.org/blog/2009/04/14/what-is-in-a-fieldtrip/&docid=HsIFsXtof34eZM&imgurl=http://langwitches.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/fieldtrip.jpg&w=500&h=333&ei=0SF4UemJArfe4AP-oYCoAw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:13,s:0,i:190&iact=rc&dur=972&page=1&tbnh=158&tbnw=236&start=0&ndsp=14&tx=125&ty=90


2 

The Learning Team intentionally creates an opportunity to build background knowledge through an 
immersion experience.   

Read a book, story, or article 

 

They design engaging ways for students to immerse in overall ideas 

      Watch a video and discuss interesting ideas as a group 

        

   

Visit a museum 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+ipads&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=j6YY5PMOqCPNbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.casioprojector.com/news/classroom/800495853/iPads,_iPods_help_autistic_students_communicate&docid=BI2kc0brrA5LGM&imgurl=http://pictures.directnews.co.uk/liveimages/elgin+west+elementary+recently+purchased+ipads+to+help+special+needs+students+communicate_3190_800495853_0_0_14003821_300.jpg&w=300&h=200&ei=zi14UZq2Jum50AGSxYGQCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:79,s:0,i:380&iact=rc&dur=909&page=6&tbnh=160&tbnw=235&start=73&ndsp=15&tx=128&ty=78
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=classroom+video&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=29kWBuipjkGqNM:&imgrefurl=http://www.securedgenetworks.com/secure-edge-networks-blog/bid/76155/4-Ways-to-Use-Video-Conferencing-Technology-in-the-Classroom&docid=50dDgu00VjYexM&imgurl=http://www.securedgenetworks.com/Portals/80068/images/set-up-video-conference-classroom-800X800.jpg&w=600&h=438&ei=aiJ4UdyKJPjh4AOql4D4Cg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:15,s:0,i:127&iact=rc&dur=1029&page=2&tbnh=184&tbnw=259&start=12&ndsp=17&tx=139&ty=106
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip+to+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=rCInVxApLH62IM:&imgrefurl=http://www.rentcafe.com/blog/cities/chicago-il/take-a-field-trip-to-the-field-museum/&docid=TV6ihHeS0yBKaM&imgurl=http://www.rentcafe.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/museum.jpg&w=650&h=435&ei=SiR4UYW7Cer94APOn4HIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:174&iact=rc&dur=3229&page=3&tbnh=184&tbnw=271&start=27&ndsp=15&tx=146&ty=105
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IMMERSE:  the purpose here is to guide students to connect with the content and to discover 
interesting ideas to explore further. 

Students are guided to connect with content and to discover interesting things to explore 
further. 

 

Students are guided to connect what they already know 
with what is interesting, curious, surprising or troubling  

  

 

Students start building background knowledge, and begin to reflect on ideas that matter to 
them and are worth further investigation. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip+to+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=_suSWz1Ntz3n4M:&imgrefurl=http://www.internationalfolkart.org/eventsedu/fieldtrip.html&docid=PH304EjQoJwh0M&imgurl=http://www.internationalfolkart.org/eventsedu/past events/interactivehires.jpg&w=3158&h=2100&ei=SiR4UYW7Cer94APOn4HIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:30,s:0,i:180&iact=rc&dur=1390&page=3&tbnh=183&tbnw=268&start=27&ndsp=15&tx=159&ty=147
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=4c-EpSb9lgzUmM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.pearsonfoundation.org/2010/07/teacher-teams-increase-student.html&docid=WEWhK2oyWdfLiM&imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Wq1za9trQmo/TCzjg5Q6kVI/AAAAAAAAANE/_ojCPslJ0EQ/s1600/Teaching+Teams1.jpg&w=425&h=282&ei=8Ct4UYjNNNLh0wHAsoDABA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:19,s:0,i:142&iact=rc&dur=725&page=2&tbnh=170&tbnw=236&start=12&ndsp=15&tx=148&ty=100
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip+to+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=G54o7WBRHNFO8M:&imgrefurl=http://www.artcons.udel.edu/masters/curriculum&docid=p5X2CQZpAAVW8M&imgurl=http://www.artcons.udel.edu/uploads/media_items/field-trip-to-the-metropolitan-museum-of-art.725.360.c.jpg&w=725&h=360&ei=SiR4UYW7Cer94APOn4HIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:41,s:0,i:213&iact=rc&dur=2593&page=3&tbnh=156&tbnw=312&start=27&ndsp=15&tx=124&ty=99
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CAUTION is suggested that too much information not be provided at once, students should not be 
overwhelmed if boredom is evident, too much detail is being presented. 

       

        

         

IMMERSION is an overview of background knowledge to build upon. 

Engage students 

   

  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=bored+students&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=x-LZ3XIN8l-fbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.takepart.com/article/2012/07/10/new-survey-students-say-school-too-easy&docid=yQ2im4nHIjLBYM&imgurl=http://www.takepart.com/sites/default/files/styles/tp_content_wide/public/bored_students_0.jpg&w=640&h=392&ei=RjB4UdCoBMyB0QG444CQBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:16,s:0,i:209&iact=rc&dur=567&page=2&tbnh=176&tbnw=287&start=12&ndsp=16&tx=162&ty=85
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=bored+students&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=VtuCCmL89c5C4M:&imgrefurl=http://www.mosaictutoring.com/blog/why-school-doesnt-have-to-be-boring/&docid=6HyonXdwb3NZ4M&imgurl=http://www.mosaictutoring.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/iStock_000012595262Medium.jpg&w=1698&h=1131&ei=RjB4UdCoBMyB0QG444CQBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:13,s:0,i:200&iact=rc&dur=1280&page=2&tbnh=183&tbnw=275&start=12&ndsp=16&tx=117&ty=93
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip+to+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=gPgwXj0tBI2IBM:&imgrefurl=http://wgbyeducation.wordpress.com/2012/03/21/free-professional-development-gettting-the-most-out-of-student-field-trip-experiences/&docid=vcUKyAAGTxL5GM&imgurl=http://wgbyeducation.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/field-trip.jpg&w=760&h=529&ei=SiR4UYW7Cer94APOn4HIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:53,s:0,i:249&iact=rc&dur=592&page=4&tbnh=178&tbnw=238&start=42&ndsp=15&tx=148&ty=111
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General or big picture 

  

Accomplish broad learning goals 

     Connect students to content 

 

      

     Discover interesting ideas  

        

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=field+trip+to+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=dFl3suuxXKe1_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.rcstn.net/rise/cheryl_claybrooks&docid=bsxQgs4_woYz9M&imgurl=http://www.rcstn.net/rise/files/museum.jpg&w=411&h=416&ei=SiR4UYW7Cer94APOn4HIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:86,s:0,i:348&iact=rc&dur=1466&page=6&tbnh=201&tbnw=186&start=74&ndsp=17&tx=107&ty=99
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=hba5pc6akJ5jFM:&imgrefurl=http://www.prolog-berlin.com/en/language-school-teachers.htm&docid=B3b3832CZ83ryM&imgurl=http://www.prolog-berlin.com/img/teachers-lounge.jpg&w=600&h=400&ei=8Ct4UYjNNNLh0wHAsoDABA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:25,s:0,i:168&iact=rc&dur=443&page=2&tbnh=183&tbnw=275&start=12&ndsp=15&tx=118&ty=93
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IMMERSION session will  

Vary depending on the students’ ages, topic complexity, knowledge, etc. 

 

Tailored to students’ interests, abilities, and 
needs in order to inspire them to engage their 
own interests 

       

 

Stimulates students’ thinking rather than specific facts they are expected to memorize 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=Tcbbz8RwEFNDKM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ncte.org/services/experience&docid=R69yvTra8Cj-4M&imgurl=http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Member/Mem_Exp_site_teacher_team_image.gif&w=250&h=157&ei=8Ct4UYjNNNLh0wHAsoDABA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:0,i:162&iact=rc&dur=507&page=2&tbnh=125&tbnw=200&start=12&ndsp=15&tx=116&ty=51
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=surprise&start=187&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=BIHUDXuEoRMLGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sfgate.com/technology/businessinsider/article/Surprise-Teenagers-Say-Facebook-Isn-t-Their-Most-4186028.php&docid=Q7VqtZZVCRq3TM&imgurl=http://static3.businessinsider.com/image/50f00c1269bedd7a5d000000-629-401-300/girl-surprise-windows-8-2.png&w=536&h=401&ei=nTZ4UfyoLMb_4AOjjYGABQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:95,s:100,i:289&iact=rc&dur=559&page=11&tbnh=187&tbnw=231&ndsp=20&tx=115&ty=166
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EXAMPLES of IMMERSE Sessions 

Video, provides the information 

 

 

Interactive activity to apply what was viewed in video 

Extended engagement for a period of time to stay on this topic for 
further exploration 

     

Older students will begin to research the sources 
available on this topic to see what is available. 

             

       

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+ipads&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=EhWkaC8722xDKM:&imgrefurl=http://community.pepperdine.edu/it/tools/ipad/research/&docid=ZDacvGfJ1IJKwM&imgurl=http://community.pepperdine.edu/it/tools/ipad/research/images/ipad_students_01.jpg&w=300&h=200&ei=zi14UZq2Jum50AGSxYGQCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:34,s:0,i:245&iact=rc&dur=716&page=3&tbnh=160&tbnw=232&start=27&ndsp=16&tx=100&ty=83
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2. CONNECT TO CONTENT 
 

Literature is placed first to enable to learning to take place outward into the curriculum 

 

Teaching team may take multiple approaches, social studies/ history and language arts will provide an 
historical and literary lens   

                                                                                                 

Small, conversation “inquiry circle” groups are formed to discuss to go deeper into personal meaning.   

 

Students will list the ideas or issues for further investigation 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=classroom+teacher&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=rcLIgZFiCML94M:&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_8659948_write-classroom-teacher-syllabus.html&docid=jwI2CNNNSmshLM&imgurl=http://img.ehowcdn.com/article-new/ehow/images/a08/88/vc/write-classroom-teacher-syllabus-800x800.jpg&w=400&h=266&ei=zTV4UaiLEtD64AOKzYGwBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:42,s:0,i:295&iact=rc&dur=395&page=3&tbnh=183&tbnw=237&start=28&ndsp=17&tx=96&ty=81
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=EcsbJAYWY0lusM:&imgrefurl=http://scoilmhuirecampile.com/index.php/senior-infants-team-teaching/&docid=LMTAmirSri5poM&imgurl=http://scoilmhuirecampile.com/wp-content/uploads//2012/09/Team-Teaching-SNR3.jpg&w=4000&h=3000&ei=8Ct4UYjNNNLh0wHAsoDABA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:36,s:0,i:201&iact=rc&dur=893&page=3&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&start=27&ndsp=15&tx=99&ty=119
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Students will have a time of reflection   

      

Students will keep inquiry journals 

 

3. DISCOVER INTERESTING IDEAS 

Museum exhibition or museum-based programs 

GUIDED INQUIRY IS WHAT MAKES IT AN EFFECTIVE WAY OF LEARNING BUT ALSO A CHALLENGING WAY 
OF TEACHING. P. 63 

    

LEARNING TEAM 

Modeling- being open to many different perspectives, incomplete ideas, and speculation  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teaching+team&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=k6cJy5fvbptiGM:&imgrefurl=http://teachers.net/wong/APR08/&docid=eVMLxcznaV3WLM&imgurl=http://teachers.net/wong/APR08/6th_grade_team.jpg&w=430&h=274&ei=yTd4UdrqLvT_4APR1IHQDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:66,s:0,i:291&iact=rc&dur=659&page=5&tbnh=170&tbnw=273&start=60&ndsp=15&tx=146&ty=108
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teacher+modeling&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=_DWdLRGnJpVXKM:&imgrefurl=http://k-8lld.blogspot.com/2011/01/language-based-classroom.html&docid=2l8Ac1wfFzeQBM&imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_SWzSnldklGw/TSTNZeDm46I/AAAAAAAAEQc/I-Os-G2ud_Q/s1600/images.jpeg&w=289&h=174&ei=BjZ4UZOUCMXF4AOjwoDYCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:63,s:0,i:358&iact=rc&dur=653&page=4&tbnh=139&tbnw=231&start=46&ndsp=18&tx=115&ty=79
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Students’ conjectures must be encouraged in a safe, open 
environment. The team supports information gathering at this 
point, which will lead to deeper thinking. 

Listening       

 Personal connections 
 Interesting ideas 

 Speculations   
 Expertise 
 Travels experience 

 

 Encouraging 

 Positively encourages a supportive, safe environments    

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=listening&start=186&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=QkSo6AtMRQKl4M:&imgrefurl=http://sg.jobsdb.com/SG/EN/Resources/JobSeekerArticle/Career prospects?ID=997&docid=_QFmCiTcAoO8VM&imgurl=http://content.jobsdb.com/Content/CmsContent/SG/File/listening.jpg&w=660&h=438&ei=Jy14UZXTNIPK0wH1soCIDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:99,s:100,i:301&iact=rc&dur=410&page=12&tbnh=174&tbnw=262&ndsp=17&tx=173&ty=75
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=teachers+listening&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=8hN3Zir2DPmieM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/info_8031853_effective-listening-techniques-teaching.html&docid=ljKgYvDwv1l4-M&imgurl=http://img.ehowcdn.com/article-new/ehow/images/a07/l3/jd/effective-listening-techniques-teaching-800x800.jpg&w=400&h=267&ei=GTt4UavAMsHr0gH31YGIAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:112&iact=rc&dur=570&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=250&start=0&ndsp=12&tx=119&ty=117
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LEARNER/ STUDENT’s ROLE p. 67 

Inquiry circles 

Students gather in small groups to engage in conversation in inquiry circles.  They reflect on their own 
connections, questions, thoughts, and ideas as they compose in inquiry circles. 

             

       

Learning team organizes the students into these inquiry circles, of 4 to 6 students. 

 

Inquiry circles may be developed by students; needs & abilities, 
curriculum content, and the overall learning goals.  
        

  

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q="small+group+learning"+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=fiq3GBiQWBWItM:&imgrefurl=http://www.highergroundabq.com/Slide-Show.html&docid=Dtn0OMKN9aTMyM&itg=1&imgurl=http://www.highergroundabq.com/666_500_csupload_49462129.jpg?u=960735482&w=666&h=500&ei=liV4UbTPBYiD0QHWlYG4Ag&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:35,s:0,i:195&iact=rc&dur=566&page=3&tbnh=180&tbnw=215&start=30&ndsp=18&tx=94&ty=99
http://www.google.com/imgres?q="small+group+learning"+museum&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=wIFc5GjnMcrESM:&imgrefurl=http://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/article/posted-on-july-25-inquiry-and-small-group-learning-are-hallmarks-of-health-sciences-program/&docid=aV6fq4HmFRxjDM&imgurl=http://padnws01.mcmaster.ca/images/BHS.jpg&w=250&h=181&ei=liV4UbTPBYiD0QHWlYG4Ag&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:34,s:0,i:192&iact=rc&dur=446&page=3&tbnh=144&tbnw=200&start=30&ndsp=18&tx=142&ty=83
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May be arranged by subtopics that interest students.  
         

       

The curriculum provides the content theme and lens for the students’ choices. 

The learning team will make sure that there are clear connections to the curriculum. 

          

  

Inquiry journals 

Students/learners use inquiry journals to express their thoughts, feelings, and actions across the inquiry 
process and compose to reflect on every aspect of the content. P.68      
             

                      

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q="small+group+learning"+museum&start=139&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=lt574PvgNQMi3M:&imgrefurl=http://www.thetownschool.org/page.cfm?p=297&docid=m6rlRBQPLkNFoM&imgurl=http://data.finalsite.com/CF36/townschool/data/media/display/31473.jpg?v=082610144237&w=1023&h=683&ei=-SV4UdX6DofA0AGrrIDICg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:47,s:100,i:145&iact=rc&dur=1296&page=9&tbnh=178&tbnw=236&ndsp=17&tx=114&ty=121
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Inquiry journals are used to jot down interesting ideas.  Students build on what they already know and 
begin to construct new understanding.   

 

The learning team reads and responds to students’ journals.       

              

 

Exit cards 

At the close of an inquiry session, students were to reflect on their thoughts.  This helped to introduce 
students’ to the idea of a journal and prepare the way for deeper responses that would follow later in 
the process.      

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+laptops&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=oK4aCSAkAI6bDM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.al.com/breaking/2011/02/federal_grant_provides_davis_h.html&docid=uFVCSPQ-oQauJM&imgurl=http://media.al.com/breaking/photo/9308297-large.jpg&w=380&h=232&ei=wSd4UZyeKaP30gHDi4HgAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:44,s:0,i:301&iact=rc&dur=326&page=4&tbnh=175&tbnw=264&start=42&ndsp=16&tx=140&ty=73
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+laptops&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=JWAjVfkq93sJZM:&imgrefurl=http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news&id=8773570&docid=lnB_bITRlsv6BM&imgurl=http://cdn.abclocal.go.com/images/wls/cms_exf_2007/_video_wn_images/8773567_600x338.jpg&w=600&h=338&ei=wSd4UZyeKaP30gHDi4HgAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:48,s:0,i:313&iact=rc&dur=999&page=4&tbnh=168&tbnw=265&start=42&ndsp=16&tx=209&ty=93
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+ipads&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=vr3C_MvAkMgmSM:&imgrefurl=http://ballstatejournalism.com/2012/02/14/young-authors-multimedia-storytelling-project/&docid=T8sMUU17Jd4qPM&imgurl=http://ballstatejournalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/DSC_1591.jpg&w=4288&h=2848&ei=zi14UZq2Jum50AGSxYGQCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:24,s:0,i:215&iact=rc&dur=651&page=2&tbnh=176&tbnw=244&start=11&ndsp=16&tx=121&ty=113
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These Immerse journal entries were short, inviting writing exercises 

 

       Free write for five minutes. 

 

         

Sometimes they were asked to write their thoughts, feelings, and actions.  This is useful to help students 
to become aware of what they only partially know. 

Learning team can determine where students’ were connecting to content, generate interesting ideas, 
and be aware of their actions. 

         

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=class+writing&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=LVxKo9VNkc4ifM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/info_8172503_practices-ninth-grade-writing-class.html&docid=ipPxPIaCEn3uUM&imgurl=http://img.ehowcdn.com/article-new/ehow/images/a07/pc/un/practices-ninth-grade-writing-class-800x800.jpg&w=400&h=267&ei=Fjx4UfvCNorL0gHHzIDICg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:12,s:0,i:118&iact=rc&dur=2470&page=1&tbnh=174&tbnw=275&start=0&ndsp=13&tx=170&ty=103
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=class+writing&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=mAyNNq6dyQZzoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.tidewaterschool.org/elementary_school/&docid=LAHA60vmjHEqfM&imgurl=http://www.tidewaterschool.org/sup/images/inline/writing_in_class.jpg&w=475&h=321&ei=Fjx4UfvCNorL0gHHzIDICg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:15,s:0,i:127&iact=rc&dur=860&page=2&tbnh=147&tbnw=233&start=13&ndsp=19&tx=113&ty=97
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+with+laptops&start=91&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=694&tbm=isch&tbnid=553gr2rIFOp4EM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.mlive.com/lcn/2008/02/pinckney_students_learn_with_l.html&docid=4e22OVKqpuSimM&imgurl=http://blog.mlive.com/lcn/2008/02/LAPTOP4.jpg&w=420&h=276&ei=1ih4Ud7CK8TI0QHA04C4BA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:7,s:100,i:25&iact=rc&dur=881&page=7&tbnh=182&tbnw=277&ndsp=17&tx=202&ty=108
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The exit card journal entries helped the learning team keep a pulse on the learners as they went through 
this phase of the process. 

IMMERSE develops three inquiry tools for building strategies in inquiry  p.68 

1. Inquiry community-to immerse the students’ in a mutual experience 
2. Inquiry circle – small groups to get multiple perspectives, learn what other students know, 

and to draw out interesting ideas. 
3. Inquiry journal- a means to compose and personalize background knowledge, informs 

meaningful conversations about content, and reflects on interesting ideas 

WORKSHEETS 

Figures 5.1 - Inquiry Journal Prompts worksheet- with questions to prompt and direct students’ thinking,  

List three things you learned that: 

Something that surprised you   

Something you knew already 

List some interesting ideas 

List idea you want to know more about 

Figure 5.2 - Model Session Plan – worksheet to help the learning team to build background knowledge 
through a shared experience to prepare for more in-depth questioning in Explore.  Detailed example of 
how to apply the IMMERSE experience in a learning community. P.71 

Starter-Inquiry community, inquiry journal 

Worktime- Inquiry circle 

Reflection-Inquiry community 

Figure 5.3- Example Session Plan Connect to content, discover interesting ideas, build background 
knowledge.  Starter, Worktime, Reflection, Notes 

Ideas for Immerse Sessions 

Students all read the same materials then discuss 

Learning experience 

 

  


